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Rideau Lakes

March 3, 2026

Re: Important Information: ALTO Rail Project and Potential Impacts on Your
Property

Dear Township Resident,

We want to bring your attention to the upcoming ALTO Rail Project, which has been
proposed to pass through several areas within our Township. This development
could have significant implications for our community, and we believe it’s crucial for
all residents to be informed and aware of the potential impact it may have on their
properties.

What is the ALTO Rail Project?

The ALTO Rail Project is a large-scale infrastructure initiative aimed at expanding rail
transportation across Ontario. It is part of a broader effort to improve connectivity,
reduce traffic congestion, and promote economic growth in the region.

However, as with many large projects, there are concerns about its potential effects
on the local environment and property owners, particularly in terms of expropriation.

Potential Negative Impacts

One of the proposed routes of the rail line, as currently proposed, would pass
through parts of our Township, and this may result in the expropriation of private
properties. This means that properties could be seized or partially taken by the
government in order to make way for the construction of the rail line. This could lead
to:

o Loss of Property: Potential dead-end roads may be created causing limited
or lengthy access to private properties, public commodities, retail and
recreational amenities. Emergency services such as ambulance and fire
could also be disrupted with road closures. In some cases, residents may be
required to give up part or all of their land.

o Decreased Property Value: Properties in proximity to the rail line may
experience a decrease in value due to the noise, vibrations, and overall
disruption caused by the project.

« Environmental Concerns: There may be significant changes to the
landscape, including disruptions to wildlife habitats, agriculture, and local
ecosystems.



Council’s Objections

The Township Council has reviewed the ALTO Rail Project and is deeply concerned
about its potential impacts on our residents and community. As a result, we have
officially raised our objections to the project, particularly regarding the potential
expropriation of private properties and the long-term environmental consequences.

We believe that the ALTO Rail Project, as currently planned, poses unnecessary
risks to our Township’s residents and the natural environment, and we are actively
working to ensure that the concerns of our community are heard at both the
provincial and federal levels.

We encourage all residents to stay informed about this project and its potential
impacts. Questions and comments can also be provided directly to ALTO via their
public consultation website here: hitps://en.consultation.altotrain.ca/shaping-the-
canada-of-tomorrow-with-high-speed-rail

Link to map: https://en.consultation.altotrain.ca/shaping-the-canada-of-tomorrow-
with-high-speed-rail/places/interact-map

Link to questionnaire: https://en.consultation.altotrain.ca/shaping-the-canada-of-
tomorrow-with-high-speed-rail/surveys/consultation-questionnaire

Additionally, comments and questions regarding this project should also be
forwarded to our federal elected officials, in particular (but not limited to):

Prime Minister, Mark Carney Minister of Transport, Steven Mackinnon
Office of the Prime Minister Office of the Minister of Transport

80 Wellington Street House of Commons

Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0A2 Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0A6
mark.carney@parl.gc.ca Steven.MacKinnon@parl.gc.ca

Minister of the Environment, Climate Change and Nature (incl. Parks
Canada), Julie Dabrusin

Office of the Minister of Environment and Climate Change

200 Sacré-Cceur Boulevard Gatineau, Quebec K1A OH3
Julie.dabrusin@parl.gc.ca

MP Michael Barrett (Leeds-Grenville-Thousand Islands-Rideau Lakes)
1173 County Road 2, Suite 203 Kemptville, Ontario KOG 1J0
Michael.Barrett@parl.gc.ca

Thank you for your attention to this important matter. Together, we can make sure
that the interests of our community are properly represented and protected.

Mayor Arie Hoogenboom
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