Local Business Owners
Rideau Lakes Township, Leeds & Grenville County, Ontario
June 2, 2026

Addressees
Prime Minister of Canada
The Right Honourable Mark Carney

Minister of Transport 
The Honourable Steven MacKinnon

Minister of Finance
The Honourable François-Philippe Champagne

Premier of Ontario
The Honourable Doug Ford

CEO of Alto
Mr. Martin Imbleau

Dear Prime Minister Carney, Minister MacKinnon, Minister Champagne, Premier Ford, and Mr. Imbleau,
We are a group representing over 500 businesses in Rideau Lakes, Eastern Ontario such as agriculture, trades, construction, retail, tourism, recreation, hospitality, and accommodation (see Appendix A). We are writing this letter to express our concerns and recommendations regarding the Alto High-Speed Rail project (HSR).
Businesses invest in Rideau Lakes and add to its long-term economic growth. Rideau Lakes is renowned for its tranquility, natural landscape, numerous lakes, vast farmland, and welcoming communities. The area typifies rural Canada. Agriculture, tourism, recreation, and culture are important economic drivers in Rideau Lakes. Tourists and seasonal visitors stay in rural bed and breakfasts, campgrounds, lodges, cottages, and heritage inns. They visit local businesses such as restaurants, cafés, artisan shops, general and grocery stores, and outfitters. Recreation plays a significant role in the local economy.  Activities like boating, snowmobiling, hunting, fishing, and hiking, as well as seasonal activities including cottaging and agritourism all contribute to visitor spending and boost the local economy. Our area is threatened by the proposed high-speed train.  
Our Concerns
We are deeply concerned about the proposed Alto HSR, the lack of consultation with local businesses, and the significant lasting impacts it would have on the viability of our businesses. We are owners, operators, and employers in Rideau Lakes. Many of our businesses are family owned and will be affected by the HSR. Several of those have been passed on from one generation to another. 
.
Farm and other food operations would face loss of crop access, maple syrup and honey production, and overall food output. There will be a decreased local food supply for local businesses who thrive on the culture of “buy local.”  Moving usual roads and crossings will have serious consequences for farm tractors, other equipment, and livestock. There will be inability to operate farms efficiently due to lack of full access and time pressures. 
People choose to live and work in the area driving the local economy. Businesses rely on residents, seasonal visitors, and cottagers, who in turn depend on local businesses. Local businesses offer people convenient access to goods and services, helping many remain close to home and family. When roads are severed or access is altered, it would reduce or eliminate the ability for customers to reach local businesses. Small rural businesses may struggle to recover from even brief access disruptions during construction. Businesses rely on consistent access, both for customers and for the delivery of supplies.  A high-speed rail through Rideau Lakes would decrease road accessibility and disrupt supply routes. Re-routing or dead-ending roads would make it harder for customers, employees, and suppliers to access the area, potentially causing revenue losses, hiring and staffing issues, and operational setbacks. Since many local businesses are interconnected across Rideau Lakes and neighbouring communities, losing any close connection could force businesses to shut down. 
Visitors come here for experiences rooted in the landscape and the character of the community. Alterations to the landscape would influence tourism, seasonal residency, and the long-term appeal for new residents and small businesses. In addition, the long-term presence of an HSR may change the character of the area in ways that deter visitors. The southern route poses a threat to both access and the integrity of key attractions such as the UNESCO- designated Rideau Canal system (including its locks), Cataraqui Trail, UNESCO-designated Frontenac Arch Biosphere, and the surrounding natural environments that draw visitors throughout the year. The tourism economy will be destroyed due to the damage of heritage, historic and outdoor recreation sites. The Rideau Canal alone adds over $20 million to Canda’s GDP. 
Overall, our many businesses will see reduced activity, ultimately causing economic harm to Rideau Lakes. The proposed Alto high-speed rail corridor could disrupt agriculture, small businesses, real estate, recreation, and potentially raise insurance rates. 
“If Alto chooses the southern route through Chaffeys, it will have devastating if not terminal consequences for my thriving marina, which has been in continuous operation since the early 1950’s. Simmons Cottages, Dorothy’s Lodge and The Opinicon live in harmony in a symbiotic relationship where each supports the existence of the other. My customers are their customers and vice versa. I currently service and store 200 boats for local home and cottage owners - many of which will lose access to their properties when roads are terminated. The field where I store the majority of my boats will be fully expropriated (along with Simmons and Dorothy’s) and there is no available land nearby to transfer this storage to. I also operate the town’s only General Store (which includes an LCBO/Beer store).  This store serves our local property owners and transient tourists alike. Chaffeys Lock is the 2nd only to the Ottawa for the most visited lock on the Rideau Canal and for good reason: It is the prettiest, with the calmest water, a waterfall, swing bridge, museum, access to the Cataraqui portion of Trans Canada Trail. Our docks are filled to capacity during the summer season as boats make their way through the Canal, with the intention and desire to spend at least a few days tied up in Chaffeys. They will visit The Opinicon for dinner and/or ice cream, they will visit our locally operated museum, walk the Marion Dunn trail, visit our historic cemetery, resupply groceries, get their waste pumped out, fill their fuel and water tanks; but most importantly, they come to relax and soak in the essence of what Chaffeys is. The question is, will people still want to come and visit if there’s a high-speed train passing through the heart every 30 minutes? The answer, of course, is obvious. The town will suffer the same fate as any town when its primary source of income is removed. All this so that city dwellers can shave off an hour of commute time between major centres. “Progress”, but at what cost? One day, we too will have a blue and gold bronze plaque on the local highway telling the story of the Hamlet of Chaffeys Lock and what it once was.” 
Local Resident and Business Owner, Dave Brown.
Given our concerns listed above, we oppose the proposed Alto HSR through Rideau Lakes and neighbouring municipalities. We believe it will harm rural businesses and negatively affect the overall Canadian economy. Across Canada, small independent businesses help define the character of our towns and rural communities, with many family-owned operations serving generations of Canadians.
Our Recommendations:
· Discourage the HSR from coming through Rideau Lakes and our neighbouring municipalities
· Pause the project until a full impact assessment is completed 
· Engage in open discussions with local businesses seeking their feedback on the impact
· Acknowledge and act on the concerns and recommendations from rural businesses
· Initiate independent and thorough economic impact assessments focused on small and rural businesses
· Require a tourism economic impact assessment 
· Ensure compliance with the Impact Assessment Act, the Canadian Tourism Commission Act, and the Small Business Financing Act 

Sincerely,
Rideau Lakes Businesses

Brown’s Marina






Appendix A
There are over 500 businesses in the Rideau Lakes area. The following is a sample of business types, products, and services that are provided across Rideau Lakes: 
	Agriculture & Food 

	· Farms providing livestock, hay, dairy (milk, cheese), high quality meat, eggs, preserves, pickles, vegetables, fruit (strawberries, apples), organic greens, microgreens, garlic, herbs, mushrooms, perennial flowers

	· Apiaries providing honey products

	· Maple syrup products

	· Farm stands

	· Feed stores

	· Agri services

	· Dairies, cheese shops

	· Garden centres, garden supplies, landscape architecture, nurseries, tree farms

	· Sawmills

	Accommodation & Tourism

	· Hotels, motels, resorts, bed and breakfasts, lodges

	· Cottage rentals

	· Camp sites, campgrounds, trailer parks

	· Summer camps

	· Boat tours

	· Tourism consulting

	Recreation & Outdoor Activities

	· Marinas

	· Boat shops, boat rentals

	· Bicycle shops including repair

	· Equestrian centres

	· Carriage and sled rides

	· Boat rentals (fishing boat, kayak, canoe, sea doo, pontoon, pedal boat, paddle board)

	· Fishing tours

	· Bait stores

	· Raceway club

	· Snowmobiling club

	· Golf courses

	· Bowling lanes

	· Flying club

	· Bicycling

	· Fish & game club

	Food & Beverage

	· Cafés or coffee houses

	· Bakeries, cakes

	· Restaurants, pubs, pizzerias, take-out food

	· Legions

	· Catering

	· Home-cooked meal services

	· Food trucks, cookhouses

	· Sommelier services

	· Grocery stores, markets

	· LCBOs

	Retail & Artisan

	· Banks

	· Retail (bookstores, second hand stores, thrift shops, gift stores, appliances, electronics, fashions, clothing, footwear, moccasins, jewelry, draperies, pillows, furniture, mattresses, natural soap, spas & pools, home improvement, lumber, windows & doors, trailers)

	· Artisan stores

	· Hardware stores, paint shops

	· Equipment rentals

	· Antique stores, auctions, flea markets

	· Furniture maker

	· Boat stores, dock systems

	· Marine services

	· Custom signs & graphics

	· Art, graphic design, photography, pottery, carvings, embroidery

	· Picture frames

	· Ironworks/metal works

	Pet & Animal Services

	· Pets for sale

	· Vet services, pet care & boarding, pet spas

	· Animal rescue

	· Equi care, horsemanship, farrier service

	Home & Property 

	· Real Estate

	· Lawn care, tree care, stump removal, gardening services, landscaping

	· Cleaning

	· House sitting

	· Home repairs, restoration, renovations (including drywall)

	· House framing

	· Carpentry, sharpening

	· Designers/builders

	· Home staging, decluttering

	· Roofing, eavestroughs

	· Property solutions & maintenance, exterior home renovations, lawn maintenance, road services, paving, grading, excavation, painting & wallpapering, snowploughing, aquatic weed control

	· Septic services

	· Fuels products & services

	· Storage facilities

	· Dumpster rentals

	Professional Services

	· Editing services

	· Marketing 

	· Income tax services

	· Bookkeeping

	· Computer services

	· HR consulting

	· Real estate

	· Music manufacturing

	· Education services

	· Lawyers, banking, financial

	Automotive & Transportation

	· Taxi services

	· Gas stations

	· Auto sales

	· Auto parts & service/repair, auto cleaning & detailing, RV repairs

	· Trailer services

	Construction, Trades & Repairs

	· Contracting

	· Construction

	· Trucking services, excavation

	· Repairs (small engines, appliances, tires)

	· Plumbing, HVAC

	· Heating

	· Electrical

	· Security

	· Power solutions

	· Roofing

	Health & Wellness 

	· Physician, psychotherapy, nursing, hypnotherapy, chiropractic care, addictions & mental health, hearing, dentistry & oral hygiene, massage therapy

	· Home health medical equipment

	· Senior’s services

	· Wellness, retreats, spiritual centres

	Beauty

	· Hair studios

	· Spas

	· Nail Services

	Community & Miscellaneous

	· Libraries

	· Retirement homes

	· Event planning & decorating

	· Taxidermy

	· Funeral homes

	· Warehousing & logistics company


      *  This list above is not all inclusive 
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