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Updates from the Municipal Emergency Control Group on
emergency child care centres, community testing services
The highlights of the Municipal Emergency Control Group (MECG) meeting held today
are listed below. The group hears reports from the Leeds, Grenville and Lanark District
Health Unit, area police and fire officials and Counties departments, including
Community and Social Services, Paramedic Service, Public Works, Finance and Maple
View Lodge long-term care facility.
Health Unit reporting community spread of COVID-19 cases remains low
COVID-19 community spread numbers remain low according to the Leeds, Grenville &
Lanark District Health Unit.
Dr. Paula Stewart, the region’s Medical Officer of Health, told the MECG group
maintaining appropriate distancing and staying home whenever possible is working to
flatten the curve in the tri-county area.
“We continue to have low numbers because we have been social distancing,” Dr. Stewart
said. She reported there was an increase in people coming to the Brockville Assessment
Centre after walk-in services were announced last week. “There was a bit of a surge
when it first started,” she said, but added it was not a dramatic increase. Learn more on
the Health Unit’s COVID-19 webpage.
Additional Emergency Childcare Centre spaces have opened
A second Kemptville site has opened to expand childcare services to meet the needs of
qualifying essential and front-line workers. In Brockville, the centre at Commonwealth
Public School will be expanded to six rooms. A second site at the Brockville YMCA is
expected to open on May 4 th .
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Eligible workers in Leeds and Grenville include those working in the emergency and
essential services identified by the Ontario Government, as well as workers in grocery
stores and pharmacies.
Childcare rooms are limited to six children each to maintain required distancing
guidelines. See a full list of eligible workers and the application form on the Counties
Community and Social Services webpage.
Community and Social Services Emergency Relief Fund
The Provincial government announced a Social Services Relief Fund (SSRF) in response
to the COVID-19 crisis, which is a shared initiative between the Ministry of Municipal
Affairs and Housing and the Ministry of Children, Community and Social Services. SSRF
funding was allotted to thirteen local services and programs being delivered to persons
in-need throughout Leeds and Grenville. Funding will begin to flow today for those who
have met the application requirements. See a summary of approved submissions on the
Community and Social Services webpage.
Temporary Self-Distancing Centre
The Centre is currently full with a capacity of nine individuals. The Temporary SelfDistancing Centre is intended to support those in our community that may be
precariously housed and would benefit from the opportunity to physically distance. The
Counties has secured a number of rooms in a Brockville hotel for this purpose, including
an office area for staff. The Centre is funded through the Social Services Relief Fund;
monies received from the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing and the Ministry of
Community and Social Services.
Paramedic Service assisting with COVID-19 testing
The Counties Paramedic Service continues to provide community assistance during the
COVID-19 pandemic. The Service is assisting at the Brockville Assessment Centre,
providing testing at long-term care facilities and performing testing during at home
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visits. Access to the at home testing requires a referral by the Leeds Grenville & Lanark
District Health Unit or primary care physician.
Provincial Online Assessment tool
If you think you have COVID-19 symptoms, check the Ontario Online Self-Assessment
tool. Symptoms have changed over time and now include a runny nose and fatigue,
among others. Online Self-Assessment tool.
MECG’s next meeting: The next meeting of the Municipal Emergency Control Group is
Monday, May 11, 2020 at 9 a.m., unless an earlier meeting is required. Warden Sayeau
declared a State of Emergency for Leeds and Grenville on Wednesday, April 8 th. Learn
more on the Counties COVID-19 Information webpage.
Subscribe to a Special COVID-19 Business Support webpage.
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Media inquiries:
Andy Brown, Chief Administrative Officer,
United Counties of Leeds and Grenville
25 Central Avenue,
Brockville, ON K6V 4R9
613-342-3840, ext. 2301 or andy.brown@uclg.on.ca
Sheena Earl, Emergency Information Officer,
United Counties of Leeds and Grenville
25 Central Avenue,
Brockville, ON, K6V 4R9
613-802-8856 or Sheena.Earl@uclg.on.ca
Deanna Clark, Economic Development Officer/media releases,

Page 3

April 27, 2020

United Counties of Leeds Grenville
32 Wall Street, Suite 300, Brockville, ON, K6V 4R9
613-342-3840, ext. 5360 or deanna.clark@uclg.on.ca
Cell: 613-803-0249
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